Link #9                  

Chumash Indians


Location:  Central California, from Estero Bay in the north to Malibu Canyon in the south, and from Carizzo Plain in the east to the Santa Barbara Channel Islands in the west. 

History:  No cultivation, relied on hunting on wildlife and marine animals including, fish, shellfish, whales, seals, sea otters, shark, sea birds, albacore, tuna, sardines, deer, wild game, grizzly and black bear, mountain lion, fox, coyote, badger, quail, pigeons, and doves.  The Chumash Indians also used animals for a variety of tools, such as needles, fishhooks, and sandpaper.  Other tools that were made for hunting are, spear-thrower; atl-atl, bow and arrows and fishnets. Plank canoes; tomals may out of redwood trees were the most important tool for the Chumash, were used for fishing, and travel between different tribes along the coast and neighboring islands.  Domed houses; ap, 30 feet in diameter houses were shelter for the Chumash Indians. The time of missionaries, about the 1700s the population was ten to twenty thousand, but the turn of the 20th century the population had dwindled to two hundred descendents.  The Chumash Indians also minted their own bead money; anchum, made from the Olivella shell (also known as the Purple Olive) but only the Indians that lived on the Channel Islands specialized in making the money.  The Chumash also had a creative side, they made rock art in caves and on overhangs, the most abundant rock art is found in Los Padres National Forest, that are thousands of years old. 

Best Known Feature:  The Chumash Indians had many legends about the creation of man, and how the earth was made and also of  “The Lone Woman of San Nicholas Island” which a woman was left on an island for twenty years until about 1835.  When she was brought to Santa Barbara where she stayed until the time of her death seven weeks later when she contracted dysentery.  

Daily Life:  The Chumash Indians also wove baskets and gathered nuts, fruits, and plants for rituals and spiritual healing.  These “healings” would be performed by a doctor of the tribe and he would “heal” the Indians that would be sick or need spiritual healing. 
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Southern California Native Indian Tribes

Southern California presents a varied and somewhat unique region of the state. Beginning in the north, tribes found in this area are the Chumash, Alliklik, Kitanemuk, Serrano, Gabrielino Luiseno Cahuilla, and the Kumeyaay. The landmass and climate varied considerably from the windswept offshore channel Islands that were principally inhabited by Chumash speaking peoples. Communication with their mainland neighbors was by large and graceful planked canoes powered by double paddle ores. These vessels were called "Tomols" and manufactured by a secretive guild of craftsmen. They could carry hundreds of pounds of trade goods and up to a dozen passengers. Like their northern neighbors, the Tactic speaking peoples of San Nicholas and Santa Catalina Islands built planked canoes and actively traded rich marine resources with mainland villages and tribes. Shoreline communities enjoyed the rich animal and faunal life of ocean, bays and wetlands environments. Interior tribes like the Serrano, Luiseno, Cahuilla, and Kumeyaay shared an environment rich in Sonoran life zone featuring vast quantities of rabbit, deer and an abundance of acorn, seeds and native grasses. At the higher elevations Desert Bighorn sheep were hunted.

Villages varied in size from poor desert communities with villages of as little as 100 people to the teaming Chumash villages with over a thousand inhabitants. Conical homes of arroweed, tule or croton were common, while whale bone structures could be found on the coast and nearby Channel Islands. Interior groups manufactured clay storage vessels sometimes decorated with paint. Baskets were everywhere manufactured with unique designs. Catalina Island possessed a soapstone or steatite quarry. This unique stone was soft and could easily be carved with cutting tools and shaped into vessels, pipes and cooking slabs.

Each tribe and community had a chieftain, sometimes females, whose duty it was to organize community events and settle conflicts among their followers. This leader was usually assisted by a crier or assistant, Shaman or Indian doctors were known everywhere and greatly respected. The ritual use of the hallucinogen jimsonweed (Datura meteloides) was primarily in male puberty rituals. Like other California Indian communities, society was divided into three classes, the elite, a middle class and finally a less successful lower class. These robust peoples were among the first to encounter the strangers who would change their world forever.

Serrano
The native clans who lived in the San Bernardino Mountains and its foothills to the north, south, east, and west were called Serranos by the Spanish. The Serranos also lived along the northern slopes of the San Gabriel range at least as far west as Big Rock Creek. The Spanish term Serrano meant "mountain people." The Serranos called themselves Takhtam or "people.”

	


Domed dwelling or shelter


Like other native culture groups living in coastal and interior southern California, the Serrano shared cultural traits and a common language, but not a single paramount chief or ruler. The villages and village chiefs who were found among the Serrano, as among other groups, were politically independent, and did not have to answer to a central authority. Village chiefs did participate in alliances and cooperation with other communities, however. Each large winter village and its surrounding territory, ruled by an independent religious and political chief, was occupied by a clan comprised of families related in the male line.

	


Rock art, Little Petroglyph Canyon


The Serrano had a system of marriage in which all clan villages were affiliated with either the Coyote or the Wildcat ceremonial division. People from villages belonging to one division had to marry only people belonging to the other division. The women usually left their own home village to live at their husband's village. A man or woman could not marry anyone from his or her own village, since these people were considered relatives. 

The Serrano held important ceremonies, celebrations, and fiestas in the early winter months. The foodstuffs stored up from late summer and autumn gathering were still abundant. At the same time, people were freed from gathering activities during winter, with the exception of some hunting, and had time on their hands for social activities. Mourning ceremonies, held periodically to honor recently deceased villagers, brought people from villages far and wide to attend the fiesta. During these ceremonies food and gifts were exchanged, and ritual singing and dancing went on for days on end.

The Serrano cremated their dead, rather than burying them, as some other neighboring groups did. However, the practice of burning the possessions of the dead as offerings was shared by the Serrano and many other groups in southern California.

The Serrano were hunters and gatherers, like other groups in the region, but many clan villages on the mountain slopes had very abundant supplies of live oak acorns. They could maintain clan villages of up to 150 people or more. The total population of the Serrano at the time of the Spanish occupation of California may have been 2500 to 3500 or higher.

California on the Eve - California Indians
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"As the Earth filled with water, Coyote got together with Frog to make a place to live. Frog dove deep and brought up two handfuls of sand. Then Coyote scattered the sand all around and created land. Next he created pine nuts and acorns and all the other kinds of food. When he finished, he said to Frog, ' This is a good earth, and now I'll create the People to make it their home'."
— Mountain Miwok creation story


Look at these objects and the plants and animals interspersed among them. Indians were California's first people. Before the Spanish began colonizing the area in 1769, there were more than 300,000 Indian people here. They represented over 100 tribes, a diverse collection of societies with distinct cultures and traditions. California's native people believed they were part of the land itself, part of a harmonious balance with nature.

Indian people used what nature had to offer. G.M. Sandel, an early American settler, observed: The Indians were very well formed, robust, handsome people. They were partly tattooed, and wore ornaments of bone and beads. They used bows and arrows and were very expert fishermen. They gathered acorns, roots, and grass-seed.

Dentalium/not Gold
Gold has always been in California. Didn't some of California's Indians know it was here? Of course they knew it was here. It just had no value in their [image: image24.jpg]


culture. Certain other items from nature represented value. Dentalium shells were used both as a medium of exchange and as a sign of wealth. Why would a big chunk of obsidian have been highly valued? It was used by skilled craftsmen for making knives and arrowheads that would be used for hunting, or in ceremonies.

Seed Beater
California's Indians collected seeds and acorns, hunted deer and elk, and caught salmon and grasshoppers. Whether the plants and animals were prepared and eaten as food, or harvested to make essential tools and ceremonial objects, all were nature's offerings. G.M. Waseurtz, in 1842, observed: They gathered acorns, roots and grass-seeds . . . Often we fell in with large numbers of Indians loaded with roots and acorns which they had gathered from afar. They encamped along side us. The Indians gave us some of their hard bread. It tasted like ginger bread, and seemed a very healthful food.
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This seed beater, belonging to the Maidu tribe, is made out of buck brush. The beater was used to knock seeds 

from the tops of grasses into the burden basket. The Indians harvested over thirty kinds of grasses for food. Lucy Young, a Wailiki, or Wintu Indian woman born around 1846, recalled her [image: image25.jpg]


grandfather's prophecy: My grandpa say, 'White Rabbit'-he mean white people-'gonta devour our grass, our seed, our living. We won't have nothing more, this world.'
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Lovell's Report on the Cahuilla Indians
1854 
Edited by Robert W. Frazer 


Christopher S. Lovell, the author of this report, was a native of South Carolina. He entered the army in 1838 as a second lieutenant, Second Regiment of Infantry, and participated in the Second Seminole War. In 1842, shortly before the war officially ended, he achieved the rank of first lieutenant. During the Mexican War he served in Major General Winfield Scott's expeditionary force and took part in the engagements which led to the fall of Mexico City. He was brevetted captain for gallantry in the battles of Contreras and Churubusco. Less than a month before the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed Lovell was promoted to the rank of captain.1 

At the close of the Mexican War, when the volunteer troops were mustered out of service, California was left with only one company of Third Artillery and one of First Dragoons, both badly depleted by the desertion of men attracted to the gold diggings. The force was considerably augmented in January, 1849, by the arrival of Brevet Major Lawrence P. Graham and four companies of dragoons, with an aggregate strength of 272.2 This detachment came overland from Monterrey, Mexico, and had been on the road for more than five months. The entire Second Infantry Regiment was also ordered to California, coming by sea via Cape Horn. All but two of the companies reached San Francisco in April and May.3 Companies A (Lovell's) and E, aboard the transport Mary and Adeline, did not arrive until the end of June. Company A was promptly assigned to escort duty with Brevet Captain William H. Warner, Corps of Topographical Engineers, who was exploring for a railway route across the Sierra Nevada Range. Captain Lovell, who was ill, did not accompany his company but remained in San Francisco.4 

As early as the autumn of 1849 plans were made to establish a post on the western approaches to Cajon Pass, an important crossing through the Coast Range and one often used by parties of raiding Indians. Eventually, in August, 1850, Captain Lovell and his company were ordered to proceed from San Francisco to San Pedro by sea and take post at the Rancho Santa Ana del Chino.5 The post, established on September 14, 1850, was located about thirty miles east of Los Angeles and twenty-eight miles in a direct line (but somewhat farther by road) from the summit of Cajon Pass. It consisted of an extensive building, rented from Isaac Williams, one of the owners of the rancho, for $300 per month. When Colonel George A. McCall inspected the post in June, 1852, he considered that it was poorly placed for its intended purpose and that the rent paid was excessive. He recommended that it be relocated at Rancho Jurupa, more than fifteen miles to the east and closer to the pass, where facilities could be obtained more reasonably.6 

On September 17, 1852, the post was moved to Rancho Jurupa, the property of Benjamin David Wilson.7 Captain Lovell commanded the Post of Rancho del Chino and its successor throughout their entire existence. The new post at Rancho de Jurupa, though it was not in territory occupied by the Cahuillas, was closer to most of the Cahuilla villages than either Fort Yuma or the installations at San Diego, the only other posts in the southern part of the state at this time.8 In March, 1854, orders were issued to abandon the Post of Rancho de Jurupa and for the garrison to march to the Mission San Diego, then occupied as a military post.9 The Second Infantry regiment was broken up in 1853-54, the musicians and privates transferred to other units stationed in California and the commissioned and noncommissioned officers sent to New York where the regiment was to be reconstituted.10 Lovell remained with the Second Infantry until after the Civil War when, in October, 1861, he was appointed major, Third Infantry. He retired on November 23, 1861, and died in 1868. 

Lovell's report is dated January 31, 1854, at Rancho de Jurupa, and the covering letter, which undoubtedly was written, does not accompany it. The report was sent to brevet Major General John E. Wool, commanding the Department of the Pacific, who forwarded it to Army Headquarters in New York. It was then sent to Secretary of War Jefferson Davis, who turned it over to the acting adjutant general, Lieutenant Colonel Lorenzo Thomas, on April 27, 1854. The report was prepared in accordance with army regulations: 

As it is of the first importance to know every thing relating to the Indians on the frontiers, a statement will be made and sent to headquarters, of the number of warriors each tribe can bring into the field; their relative distances from each other, and from the post; the state of their arms, and means of subsistence; whether they possess horses and use them in war, or whether they act mostly on foot, or make their excursions by water; their habits as to peace or war, and their means of making war; with a full account of their allies and enemies.11 

The regulations placed emphasis on information relating to the ability and propensity of the Indians to engage in warfare. The report was written a little more than two years after the Garra Uprising in 1851 and many of the southern California settlers were still suspicious of Indians generally. The army, however, considered the Cahuillas to be essentially inoffensive.12 Indeed, they had cooperated with the settlers on various occasions and Juan Antonio, the principal leader of the Cahuillas, was responsible for the capture of Antonio Garra.13 Hence, it is not surprising that Lovell's report, which is more comprehensive than many of those prepared in compliance with the instructions, devoted primary attention to the less bellicose manners and customs of the Cahuillas. 

The original report is in the National Archives, Washington, D. C., filed with the records of the Office of the Adjutant General (RG 94). Lovell's spelling has been retained and punctuation has been modified only for clarity. 

This tribe is found in the Southern part of California, in the County of San Bernardino,14 and extend from the San Gorgonia or Cohuilla Pass on the North, to within twenty or thirty miles of Agua Caliente15 on the South. The nearest Rancheria, or Village,16 is about forty miles from the Military Post at Rancho de Jurupa. They are divided into twenty two Rancherias or Villages, a large portion of the Country over which they extend is mountainous, rocky, and totally unfit for cultivation. The vallies in which they are located are generally small, and afford but little arable land, with the exception of that of San Gorgonia. There are no rivers found of any importance, but a number of small streams, which flow from springs in the Coast range of mountains, and after reaching the Plains, are lost in the sands. 

The only mountains are the Coast range, the most lofty of which is San Bernardino,17upon which redwood and pines of luxuriant growth are found in abundance. The soil is but little cultivated by this Tribe, they being by nature an indolent and improvident people, devote but little time or labor to agricultural pursuits. The principal productions are corn, melons, and squashes, and these to a limited extent. Possessing but little ingenuity their arts are limited, and confined to the manufacturing of baskets out of the Tule or wild flag, which are used by them for various purposes. Their huts are of a circular form, with one aperture for entrance, built of canes, or poles, covered with the wild flag of the Country, and made sufficiently commodious to contain from one to two families. This Tribe number from one thousand to fifteen hundred men, of which about two thirds are Warriors fit for field service, about two thousand women, and the same number of children.18 Owing to the number employed as Herdsmen and laborers on different Ranchos in this and the adjacent Counties,19 it is impracticable to arrive at their correct number. The above estimate is based upon the reports of the Chiefs, of the different Rancherias, and personal observation. 

The Government is in the hands of the Chief or Captain of each Rancheria, whose acts are subject to the approval of the Chief of the Tribe. Laws are made as required with the exception of a few standing ones, such as murder punished with death, and marriages between relatives prohibited. The usual mode of putting to death is by shooting with arrows, or beating with a club, instances have been in which a murderer has been punished by placing him in the grave dug for his victim, and burying him alive with the murdered man. When a murder is committed by poisoning, which is not of unfrequent occurrence with them, the murderer is put to death by poison; the poison used is a herb known only to their medicine men. Should a dispute arise, or crime be committed, the party or parties are brought by the Alcalde before the Captain of the Rancheria, witnesses are summoned and their testimony taken, upon which he decides the case, and the nature of the punishment to be inflicted. The offender is then delivered into the hands of the Alcalde, who has his appointed agents to execute the punishment. The case and the sentence awarded is reported to the Chief of the Tribe after being carried into effect. Should the proceedings be disapproved of, the Chief ordering the same is reprimanded. Disputes arising between members of different Rancherias are disposed of by the Chief of the Tribe. The usual mode of punishment is whipping, the offender sentenced to be whipt for some injury done another, or others, has the priviledge of offering skins, or such articles of wearing apparel he may possess, in order to avoid the punishment. Should the injured party accept the same, the sentence is commuted, and the goods paid in lieu thereof, otherwise the sentence is inflicted. 

The animal food in general use among them is the deer meat, rabbit, hare, ground squirrel, hawk, quail, blackbird, and small ground owl, also the grasshopper, which grows to a large size, and is considered by them a very delicate morsel. The pinon or pine nut, elderberry, wild grape, the heart of the mascall plant, a small species of the "Agave Americana," which is found in abundance in the mountains, and various other roots, and berries, constitute to supply their wants. 

In the wild state they wear but little clothing, such as the skins of the deer, the rabbit, also a sort of matting made out of the bark of the swamp willow prepared. Moccasins are sometimes worn by them, made out of the prepared leaves of the mascall plant. Most of these Indians have adopted the dress of the whites, by obtaining cast off clothing from the Ranchos on which they, or some of their people have been employed as herdsmen, or laborers. Like most Indians they are fond of finery, but have no ornaments of their own manufacture. Small sea shells are sometimes worn by them in lieu of beads, which are procured from a Tribe of Indians near the Coast. The feathers of the hawk, and eagle, are worn on their heads for ornament. 

This Tribe admit of a plurality of wives. When any one of them is disposed to marry, and has made his selection, he seeks the consent of his parents, or nearest relatives, which being obtained, he sends by a friend, a present of some kind to the girl of his choice, which is considered a proposal for marriage. Should the offering be received, his suit is accepted. If not rejected, on a day appointed the female is decked off in such finery as she may possess, and taken in the arms of one of her male relatives, who carries her, dancing and singing, to the hut of the expectant bridegroom, all of her friends and relatives joining in the gay and festive scene, strewing food & seeds at every step, which is readily seized upon by the spectators. The relatives of the male meet them on their coming and, taking the bride, carry her dancing and singing. On their arrival at the hut of the bridegroom, who is found sitting, she is placed by his side, and baskets of seeds are then showered upon their heads, by their mutual friends, to denote plenty. The couple are then left to themselves for two days, at the expiration of which presents are brought by their relatives. The marriage is then published by a crier, and celebrated by dancing and singing all night. 

As soon as the newly married woman is found enciente, her locks are clipt and given to her mother, or some near relative, who retains them until the death of the mother or child, on which occasion they are burnt. Immediately on the birth of a child both mother and infant are purified in the following manner. A hole being excavated in the hut or some convenient place, large stones are placed therein, and a fire kindled. After burning for a sufficient length of time to heat the stones thoroughly, the embers and ashes are removed and bundles of the wild tansy thrown in. All is then covered up with the exception of a small aperture in the centre, immediately over which the mother and infant are placed, wrapt in matting or skins. Cold water is then poured in upon the heated stones, which generates a large quantity of steam, so much as to be painful to the subjects. As soon as the stones become cold, the mother and child are removed and the fire renewed. This system of purification is kept up for three days, during which time the friends and relatives are feasting and singing in honor of the event. As soon as the child can walk a grand feast is given, with dancing and singing for the purpose of naming it, which is done by the Father. 

At the death of a person the relatives collect for the purpose of mourning and lamenting their loss. Their grief is expressed by howling and wailing, a requiem is sung in a low plaintive tone of voice, accompanied with a rocking motion of the body, which ceremony being through with, the corpse is taken to the place of interment, accompanied by the friends and relatives of the deceased, howling and wailing. The body is then placed in the earth, wrapt in matting or some other covering, all of the effects of the deceased together with a large quantity of food is deposited with the body, the friends and relatives frequently divest themselves of their clothing and throw it into the grave for the use of the dead. They believe that all of their race will, after death, go to the Deity they worship, whom they believe to be in the east, under the earth; that they will exist in body as in this life in a world similar to this; that their animal wants will be bountifully supplied; that their allotted period of life is the same in the next world as in this; at the expiration of which both body and soul dies forever; that crime and punishment also exist there, in which world they see and converse with their god, but cannot approach him. 

There is in existence among these Indians the following singular tradition in relation to the creation of the world; - That, previous to its creation, all was chaos, and darkness; that two beings were suspended in the air in a bag, from whence they came nothing is known. On alighting upon the dark mass, a dispute arose between them in relation to the period of man's life time. One of these beings, or Gods, called by them Mukata, contended that man should live forever; the other, Temeyota, was in favor of a limited period of life. The latter, being the most powerful, prevailed, whom they worship as their Deity, and believe to be underground in the east; the former is the evil spirit, and lives in the bowels of the earth; that Mukata took from his bosom the Sun, and Temeyota the Moon and Stars from his. These luminaries having escaped from their grasp, the dark mass immediately separated and formed Heaven and Earth, in which they took the position they now occupy. These Gods then made themselves wives of mud, and breathed the breath of life into them. One had a son, and the other a daughter, which were joined in marriage, from which source sprung the inhabitants of this earth. They next created the birds of the air, the beasts of the field, and every living creature out of mud, and breathed life into them, and bade them go and seek such food as was created for their use. They believe that the Deity Temeyota is lying under the earth, on his back, and when fatigued by his position, moves, in order to relieve himself, which movement causes the earth to quake; that should he turn entirely over the earth would be overturned and destroyed. 

Their dances are wholly of a religious character, and dedicated to their Deity, with the exception of one, in honor of the Eagle, as the Chief of birds. An Eagle, which has been tamed and kept for the occasion, is introduced and placed in their midst, around which they circle, clapping hands, shouting, and singing songs in its praise. During the dance the bird is continually pulled and hauled around by the wings until it dies from exhaustion. The skin is then prepared, and stuffed for the use of the children in their early dances. Their religious dances are generally held around a fire, accompanied by clapping of hands, shouting, and singing in praise of their God. During the dance, they frequently blow with their breath, in order to waft their songs of praise to the ears of their Deity. 

They have several different ball plays, of which the two following are the most popular among them. 1st That of foot ball; which is a ball of large size, made of the leaves of the Mascall plant. This game is played by four, two players and one ball to each side. The two balls are placed at the starting point, at which a stake is driven in the ground, the players immediately in the rear of their respective balls. A second stake is driven in the ground from eight to ten miles distant from the first. The game consists in driving the ball with the feet from the starting point to the second stake and back again. The side first in wins the game. Like most of their games it is one of a gambling nature; the object is a test of strength and endurance. 2d That of bat ball; which is played with a ball of small size. Eight or ten persons on a side compose a set. To each side there is one ball; each player has a bat for the purpose of striking the ball. The game consists in driving the ball from the starting point, at which a stake is driven in the ground, to a second stake, about a mile distant from the first, and back again. This is, also, a gambling game, at which, as in all other of their games of hazard, an umpire is present to settle any disputes which may arise in relation to the game and hold the stakes, who receives, for his services, one fourth of the amount wagered. 

Their principal gambling games are Peon and a game of Arrows. The former, (the game of Peon,) consists in guessing in which hand a small bit of stick is held, concealed by another. Four persons on a side compose a set. There is present an Indian who acts as an umpire, in the event of any dispute arising in relation to the game, holds the stakes and keeps the game. He has with him fifteen bits of cane, or wood, as counters. The side guessing, when correct, receives a counter; when wrong, the opposite side, each side guessing in turn, and so on, until one side gains all the counters. Singers are present to add to the entertainment. They, in turn, receive a small amount for their services. This is a favorite game with them, on which they frequently wager all they possess. 

The latter, (a game of Archery,) [is one] in which any number of persons may engage. Each player has in his. possession a bow and two arrows. He shoots his first arrow, from fifteen to twenty paces distant, and the second, with a view to come as near the first as practicable. The one coming nearest his first arrow counts one point; the game consists of four points. There is an umpire present to settle any disputes which may arise in relation to the game. He is paid one fourth of the amount wagered for his services. The only domestic animals found among them are the horse and dog. Of the former they possess but few, and those of a very inferior breed; of the latter (like most Indians) a great number. 

The game found in their vicinity is the Antelope, deer, hare, rabbit and quail. The only arms used by this Tribe are the bow, and arrow, and war club; some few have in their possession fire arms, obtained from the whites, the use of which they have an imperfect knowledge. 

Their hostile excursions are mostly on foot. The few horses in their possession are used principally as pack animals, and for the purpose of transporting them from point to point. They cannot be considered a very warlike Tribe, being more disposed to lead an indolent and inactive life, than undergo the hardships and privations to which they are necessarily subjected when engaged in hostilities. 

C. S. Lovell 
Capt. 2d Infy.

The History of Palm Springs

An Indian Beginning

From the book "PALM SPRINGS First Hundred Years" by Mayor Frank M. Bogert
According to anthropologists, Native Americans have lived beside the sparkling waters of Palm Springs' tree-lined canyons and around its bubbling hot springs for over a thousand years. They survived by using a multitude of desert plants for food, clothing, and medicine. With bows and arrows and sticks, the Indians hunted deer, bighorn sheep, rabbits, and other small animals. Recent discoveries indicate that their irrigation ditches may date back to pre-Columbian time.
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After the arrival of the Spaniards, the Indians grew corn, squash, beans, and melons. They later cultivated orchards and began raising cattle and horses.
The Agua Caliente Indians of Palm Springs are one of ten or more independent clans of the Cahuilla tribe from the Shoshonean division (Takic) of the Uto-Aztecan language family. Their traditional communities were located in the Palm, Andreas, Murray, Tahquitz, and Chino canyons.
Closely allied with the Cahuilla clans of Indian Wells and San Gorgonio Pass areas, the Agua Calientes also maintained social, religious, and economic relationships with Indians from Los Angeles to the Colorado River. The Cahuillas all spoke the same language with some dialectical variations, a language closely related to their Serrano, Gabrielino, and Luiseno neighbors.
The Cahuillas had clan-based sovereignty over a particular territory of the desert and mountain terrain. Each community supervised individual areas used by its people for gathering food, hunting, ritual observances, and recreation. Disputes in Cahuilla history were usually arguments over hunting and food-gathering boundaries.
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Chief Cabezon, who lived in the Thermal-Mecca region, was recognized as a leader, or Cacique, by many of the Cahuillas and was given considerable authority by the Mexicans and Americans. His nominal control extended over Indians from the desert through the San Gorgonio Pass. After his death, his son continued to exercise power over the tribe until his own death in the late 19th century.
The beavertail, most beautiful of all cactus blooms, grows up in the hills above the desert floor along with the agave, seen in the background. The agave plant was an Indian food staple. They cut off the leaves and baked the stalk in hot coals. Other famous Cahuilla leaders included Juan Antonio, later appointed a general by General Stephen Kearney and a captain general by the Superintendent of Indian Affairs in 1855, and Antonio Garra, an authoritative figure in the 1840s.
Like Cabezon, they both functioned as intermediaries between the confederated Cahuilla groups and early pioneers entering the region.
All Cahuilla people belonged to one of two social groups -- the wild cat, Istam, or the coyote, Tuktum. These moieties were subdivided into a large number of clans. Membership into a clan was through the father; members of Istam were expected to marry into the Tuktum clan and vice versa.
By the turn of the century, Agua Caliente (as Palm Springs was called in the 1800s) became a focus of Cahuilla activity. The Paniktum lineage of Andreas Canyon was closely related to the Kauisiktum lineage of Agua Caliente and joined them in ceremonies, along with other groups who no longer had a ceremonial leader.
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Alejo Patenciowas the Net, or head man, of the Kauisiktum clan in 1925.This was an office that passed from fathert to son unlessthe son was not qualified, in which case it reverted to another member of the family. The Net administered the affairs of the people of his group and settled clan disputes. His word was final and respected. He knew all the clan songs and legendary history as well as the minute landmarks of the clan's territory and food-gathering areas. He set the dates for all ceremonies and told his people when it was time to gather their various crops.
The Net ruled his domain from the round house, or Kishumnawut, in section 14 of Palm Springs. Considered a sacred site, it was the location of ceremonial dances and the place where the clan kept the Maiswat, their sacred belongings.
Marcus Belardo was Alejo Patencio's Paxaa, an assistant with special duties. His responsibilities included keeping order and silence at all solemn ceremonies, collecting food from each family for the round house ceremonies, and overseeing ceremonial protocol. This respected office, like the Net, passed from father to son.
Other clan officers included the Takwa, who prepared and distributed the food at ceremonies, and the Haunik, who sang at all the functions. The Haunik was revered by the clan for his fine voice and his repertoire of poetic song cycles, some of which lasted as long as 12 hours. He taught the songs and tribal history to the young people and instructed them in proper adult behavior. Joe Patencio was the last person to hold this office
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The shamans, or medicine men, were called Puvalem. The Pavuul exerted greater power than the Puul, the less-revered shamans. Pedro Chino was a Partlid noted for his extraordinary powers for predicting future events, making rain, stopping catastrophies, and other "miracles." He supposedly could change into a crow, mountain lion, coyote, or other bird or animal.
Puvalem were highly respected clan members. It was thought that they could cure any ailment with their considerable knowledge of herbs and other medical procedures and neutralize the power of evil spirits with special songs and dances. They were an important part of all ceremonies and advised the Net of the most propitious time for all events. To demonstrate their power, they performed extraordinary feats such as eating hot coals at ceremonies.
Puvalem did not inherit their office but were born with their powers or taught by Puul who recognized a youth's talent. Often, both the Net and the Paxaa were Puvalem. These ceremonial roles and duties were quite confusing to pioneers, who mistakenly assumed all the participants to be chiefs.
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In later years, the Agua Calientes also elected a secular leader to act as liaison between the clan and governmental agencies and other outside groups. His powers were limited and had no connection with the ceremonies. Lee Arenas, one of the best known of the clan leaders, often acted as a guide and interpreter for the area's white settlers. He later led the fight to get reservation land allotted to individual members of the tribe. Today, the Agua Caliente people have an elected council to administer tribal affairs.
At the beginning of the 20th century, many of the Cahuillas spoke Spanish and had Spanish names, but, thanks to their remote location, they were able to escape much of the Mexican influence and to preserve most of their own Indian culture.
The Americanization of the Indians began after the Mormons settled in San Bernardino around 1852. Soon, their invasion extended as far south as San Timoteo Canyon, with several settlers moving into the San Gorgonio Pass region. By 1862, the Bradshaw Trail from Redlands to Arizona became an important stage stop and a one-day trip from Banning.
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Jack Summers ran the way station and raised barley for horses on the 10 acres he rented from the Indians. Many of the Agua Calientes got jobs on the railroad Southern Pacific built through the pass in 1875. The Craft family had a large orchard near Yucaipa and hired many Indians. Among them was Francisco Patencio, an excellent farmer. Pedro Chino and Miguel Saturnino, both highly skilled cow punchers, went to work for Paulino Weaver, who ran 4,000 head of cattle on his ranch in San Gorgonio Pass.
The number of Agua Calientes began to diminish in later years. Because of their close association with white people, many Indians fell victim to the great small pox epidemic of 1862. By 1884, around 70 Indians were living in the Palm Springs area; in 1925, only 50 remained. Today the tribe numbers 240 members.
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Fortunately, David Prescott Barrows arrived on the scene in 1900 to prepare an anthropological report on Cahuilla culture. By the early 1920s Alfred Kroeber, Lucille Hooper, and William Duncan Strong all studied and published material on the Cahuillas. In 1972, Dr. Lowell Bean published one of the best anthropological studies ever made of an Indian tribe. Mukat~ People was based on his 15 years of work with the Cahuilla elders and his correlation of previous tribal knowledge.
After reading this book, one cannot help but have a tremendous admiration for these interesting people. They are a strong, intelligent, tenacious group with a high degree of morality and integrity. That they could exist in such a barren environment shows considerable initiative and great industry.
The Cahuillas' oral treasures are highly poetic and their crafts were extremely artistic in design. All of their tools, mats, baskets, and pottery show a high order of craftsmanship. Many of today's young Cahuillas have rediscovered their culture and are nghtfully proud of their heritage
Kumeyaay Lifeways
The Kumeyaay were not aggressive people, but they did make a wooden club with a sharp carved handle to be used in battle if needed. They also made bow and arrows for hunting and protection. Rabbit sticks were used for killing small animals and long digging sticks were used as shovels other purposes.
Kumeyaay homes were circular, domed structures woven from willow branches that still had the leaves attached. Mats or rabbit skins covered the doorways, and grasses were used to soften the floor. Cooking was done outside in fire pits.
Kumeyaay men and women wore their hair long. The men bunched it on the crown of their heads or wore it loose, and the women wore bangs. If a family member died, it was part of the mourning process to cut all family members hair short, a custom that continues to this day.
Women's chins were tattooed, and sometimes their foreheads, cheeks, arms, and breasts as well. Men sometimes tattooed their legs. Painting the face and body were also used for body decoration and ceremonial purpose.
Kumeyaay women wore willow bark skirts while the men usually wore no clothing, only a woven agave belts to hold tools for hunting and gathering. They sometimes wore agave fiber sandals over rocky or thorny areas but usually went barefoot. In cold weather men and women wore a rabbit fur blanket.
Like most California Indians, the Kumeyaay were sophisticated basket makers weaving fine, tightly stitched baskets, which were worn as hats by both men and women. In addition to protecting the head, they could be used as bowls for water or for carrying items. Larger baskets were traditionally used for processing foods, especially seeds and nuts, and for cooking.
Each band had a central village where the kwaaypaay (social leader) and the kuseyaay (shaman)) lived and managed the ceremonial center. The religious year was observed by solstice and equinox ceremonies, all managed by the shaman, who had great knowledge of herbal medicine and curing songs and ceremonies. They were also astronomers, knowing the movements of the stars through the seasons and phases of the moon, which determined the timing of harvest and ceremonies such as naming, puberty rites and marriage.
-- A.R. Royo 
THE LUISEÑO OF CALIFORNIA

The Luiseño people enjoyed life in a land rich with a variety of plants and animals.  They were hunters and gatherers.  Seeds, roots, wild berries, acorns, wild grapes, strawberries, wild onions, and prickly pear were gathered by the women in finely woven baskets.  A tasty ground acorn mush, wìiwish, was a staple, high protein food.  The men hunted deer, elk, antelopes, rabbits, wood rats, seafood, and a variety of insects.  Bows and arrows, atlatls or spear throwers, rabbit sticks, traps, nets, clubs, and slings were used by the hunters to catch game.  Dugout canoes were used in the ocean and tule reed boats or rafts were used in the rivers or lakes.  Family groups had specific hunting and gathering areas in the mountains and along the coast.  The boundaries of these areas were respected and only crossed with permission.

The territory of the Luiseño people extended along the coast, from the north near San Juan Capistrano, south to Encinitas and east to the valleys of the coastal mountains and Mt. Palomar.  This area is in northern San Diego and Riverside counties.  It is believed that the ancestors of the Luiseño originally came from present day Nevada about 3,500 years ago.  The Uto-Aztecan language that the Luiseños speak is similar to the Shoshone language of that region.

The people lived in small villages near fresh water sources.  Each home or kìicha was built of arroyo willow, yucca, and tule.  The hut was dome shaped with a small smoke hole and the floor dug down 2-3 feet into the earth. This served to insulate the huts, keeping them warm in the winter and cool in the summer. A large woven granary basket was kept outside the hut, raised off the ground, to store acorns.

Cooking was done in a variety of ways.  Food was often cooked in clay jars over fires or in baskets with hot rocks.  Sometimes food wrapped in clay or leaves was placed on hot coals and buried.  Meat was usually roasted over hot coals or rocks.  The Luiseño used mortar and pestle for grinding and pounding food.  Digging sticks were used to collect root plants and antlers for prying objects loose.  Needles were made from bird bones and cactus spines.  Rock chips were used as scrapers.  They made elaborate sandpaintings.  Basket weaving remains a fine art among the Luiseño people.  Pictographs that still speak to us from the past are being preserved at local sites.

Young children spent much of their time playing games, swimming, learning to make and throw rabbit sticks, and learning to weave baskets.  When boys and girls reached the teen years they had initiation ceremonies to learn the customs and respectful behaviors they would need to lead a good life.

The Luiseños had their own religion with rituals and ceremonies that were led by the village chief and a spiritual leader.  These ceremonies and rituals had specific songs and dances that were held sacred and were performed only by those chosen.  Flutes, rattles, whistles, and clapper sticks made the music.  The beliefs of the people gave meaning to their lives and instilled in them a moral conscience and a respect for nature.

European influence on the Luiseno people was limited until the mid 1700's.  The Spanish set up the mission system to bring the Catholic religion to the native people and to protect their claim on the land of California.  The Mission San Luis Rey was built in 1798 and brought many changes in the way the Luiseños lived.  Their language, way of life, and culture began to break down.  Many died from illness brought by the missionaries.  The name “Luiseño” was given to the people by the Spanish as a result of their proximity to the mission.  Their own name for themselves is ‘atàaxum which means people, human beings.

The Mexican government gained control of the area and the mission period ended in 1834.  Land was taken from the native people by greedy ranchers.  Some of the Luiseños worked on the ranches as cowboys or servants.  Some tried to return to their old way of life.  The region became part of the United States in 1848.  The Luiseños had few rights and many were sent to live on reservations.  Children were forced to attend boarding schools and not allowed to speak their own language or practice the native customs.  This school system ended in 1950.

Today there are seven bands of Luiseño people:  San Luis Rey, Pala, Pauma, La Jolla, Rincón, Pechanga, and Sobóba.  They continue to work for civil rights and cultural preservation.

The San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians is the only Luiseño band not recognized by the federal government.

©2005 Native Talk 

NATIVE AMERICANS:  The History of the Luiseno
The Luiseno occupied present day Orange County from Aliso Creek south to Oceanside and inland to Temecula and Mt. Palomar. Their name derives from the San Luis Rey Mission, where they were taken during the Spanish occupation of California. They spoke a dialect of the Shoshonean language. Their life style was similar to the other Native Americans in Southern California during the pre-contact period.
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Pictographs painted with red hematite on rocks were made by Luiseno girls and boys during their puberty ceremony. The hand prints may have been like a signature of those who were part of the ceremony. Diamond and zig zag patterns probably represent the rattlesnake, the girls' guardian spirit. This site is not open to the public. It is near Perris, Riverside County, California.
 

	Villages were located in sheltered canyons or near year-round fresh water. Some villages were located in the mountains, some in the foothills, others were located along the coast. Villages were made up of family members and relatives. The chiefs of the village inherited their rank. Each village owned its own land and was located near food supplies.

They ate wild game, fish, acorns, and seeds from a variety of plants. Many of the Natives living along the coast in Southern California did not make pottery. However, about A.D.1650 the Luiseno began to make pottery. Many of their utensils were made of bone, stone, and wood. Cooking was done with hot rocks dropped into pottery vessels, or soapstone bowls, or even into baskets which were woven so closely that they were water tight. Both the men and women shared in the hunting and gathering of food.

Since the climate was mild, little clothing was needed. Luiseno men wore nothing but a net belt for carrying things. In cold weather they wore a twined fur blanket. The women wore a two-part skirt. They also wore a woven basketry cap when carrying loads with a trump line over their forehead. Older women stayed in the villages to take care of the children.

Houses were built over a pit about two feet deep. In the mountains the roof was made of cedar bark. Stems of grasses were used for roofs in the lower elevations, and tule and sedges were used in the coastal areas. The roof was then also covered with earth. A smoke hole in the roof ventilated the central fireplace. Entry was through a door or sometimes a short tunnel. Sweat houses were used by the men in the evenings.

The ceremonial area was a round enclosure encircled by a fence. A smaller enclosure for the dressing of dancers was off to the side. Men performed the rituals, and women prepared the ceremonial food.  Boys and girls participated in puberty ceremonies when they reached adolescence. They were taught about the supernatural powers and taboos, to be respectful and polite to their elders, to refrain from anger, and the consequences of wrong behavior. During the ceremonies, sand paintings were created to illustrate the Luiseno conception of the universe, the night sky with the Milky Way, sacred beings, and the spiritual component of the human personality. At the end of the puberty ceremony the sand paintings were destroyed. Girls raced to a rock where they painted angular and diamond shaped designs. Some of the rock paintings can still be seen today. This style of painted rock art is called San Luis Rey Style by Ken Hedges of The Museum of Man in San Diego.

The first sites to be described in the 1950's were located along the San Luis Rey River in northern San Diego County. According to Hedges, "This style is characterized by geometric rectilinear design elements in red, including diamonds, zigzags, chevrons, straight lines, and dot patterns often arranged in vertical series which frequently are bordered at top and/or bottom. Representational elements (such as animals, anthropomorphs, hand prints, and sunbursts) and curvilinear elements (such as circles, concentric circles, and spirals) are present but rare." 

Today there are seven bands of Luiseno people: San Luis Rey Band, Pala, Pauma, LoJolla, Rincon, Pechanga, and Soboba.                                                                  Source: Handbook of the Indians of California , A.L. Kroeber, Dover, New York,1976; and from: California Indians , George Emanuels, Diablo Books, Walnut Creek, CA. 1991; and from: "Rock Art Styles In Southern California," Ken Hedges, 1990


	THE MIWOK

Introduction:
Before Westerners arrived, the Miwok enjoyed thousands of peaceful years of in the pristine beauty of Angel Island.  Native American use of the island began when people first came to live in the San Francisco Bay Area. The Coast Miwok Indians, who lived in what is now Marin County, reached the island with boats made from tule reeds. Some of these boats could carry eight to ten people. Though they tended to become waterlogged after prolonged use, these boats were adequate for short trips because their lightness made them fast and maneuverable. Long poles were used to propel the boats in shallow water; double ended paddles were used in deep water. 

Miwok Indians established camps at what we know today as Ayala Cove, Camp Reynolds, Fort McDowell, and the Immigration Station. The Indians using the island were expert at fishing, and also hunted deer, seals, sea lions, and sea otter. Several kinds of fish and shellfish were available year-round, and salmon and other highly prized fish were seasonally plentiful. The annual spawning runs were made though Raccoon Strait, just offshore from Angel Island. The Indians also hunted duck and other sea fowl, and gathered acorns, buckeyes, and other seed crops, as well as certain roots and leaves, in order to round out their varied diet.
Beliefs:
The Miwok had an animistic philosophy:  they wanted no walls and trod lightly on the land, leaving no footsteps, always apologizing to the spirits in animals or nature whenever they disturbed them in whatever fashion.  There is no evidence the Miwok had words for such concepts as war or prostitution.  Their oral history was transmitted through the stories of the elders and shamans.  Tribal boundaries were taught to children by rote.
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Social Organization:
Miwok tribelets preferred to live in villages of about one hundred persons.  They kept their villages small in order to enjoy living at the peak of the environment around them without the need to destroy. There was a male elder in each village with a woman who was responsible for organizing the ceremonies.  The Shamans provided both negative and positive rituals.  They used local plants to create trances.  It was accepted that the Shaman had the power to cure, kill, predict the future, and start the rains.
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Living Conditions:
Only temporary houses were built on Angel Island: they did not live there permanently.  Houses were made of branches covered with mats of tule.  Each house had a small acorn house constructed on legs in order to store the acorns they would collect and protect from deer and insects. 

The Miwoks had no pottery, made no fabric, and planted no seeds.  They kept no domestic animals.  Instead, they were gatherers, fisherman, hunters, and basket makers.   

Several middens on Angel Island have produced bones, shell money from clams, abalone jewelry, skins, snail shell beads, mortars and pestles, wreckage from ships, and redwood driftwood from crematoriums.  Obsidian points used in arrows were common.
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Roles:
Men and women had special roles, but equal standing.  In the winter, men would make foot drums, rattles, reed flutes, and bone whistles.  They would work on their boats, and hunted and fished all year long, the prey depending on the season.  Women would make tule mats, baskets, collect beads, feathers, and shells, and prepare skins to make both ceremonial clothing and capes for wear during the cool season.  Women also made tule skirts, which was generally the only clothing they wore, along with their jewelry. 

In the spring, women would collect greens such as lettuce, clover, and nettle, to supplement their winter diet.  Miner's lettuce would be collected and placed near a red ant hill.  The ants walked on the leaves and exuded a vinegar-like substance, which became the Miwok's salad dressing.  In the summer, they collected seeds from wildflowers to make pinole, the basic ingredient for their bread.  Autumn brought intensive labor for the whole family, as many hundreds of pounds of acorns had to be collected from the oak trees, sorted, prepared, and stored for the year ahead.  Angel Island provided excellent nutrition for the Miwok.  Plants and wildlife provided everything they needed.  

The Miwok did not appear to differentiate between work and play.  Everyone down to the smallest child was productive.  
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Hunting and Cooking:
Hunting required extensive preparation, building the sweat lodge so that the  hunters could get rid of the human smell.  They made deer heads to wear, pulled bows and arrows through the smoke to take away the human odor, and rubbed their bodies with angelica and mugwort.  The philosophy of the hunt was retreat and lure, rather than chase and flee.  They caught birds using baskets, put plant bulbs in the water to stun the fish, and prepared various types of nets to catch salmon, geese, seagulls, and other wildlife. 

Food preparation required intensive labor.  Cooking was mainly done in water-proof baskets.  Rocks were heated, mush and water were placed in the basket and rocks added carefully, being replaced as they grew cold.  Meat, fowl, and fish were broiled over fires.  
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Other Plant Uses:
Many plants on Angel Island were also used for health care.  Galls from oak trees were chewed as their toothpaste, tea from iris bulbs was used for kidney stones, acorn mush was set aside to age and the mildew-like substance that resulted was scraped off and used like penicillin.  Ceanothus leaves were used like tobacco.  
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Western Encounters and Influence:
In 1579, Chaplain Fletcher with the Sir Francis Drake wrote:   "They are of a free and loving nature, without guile or treachery."   In 1775, Father Vincente with Captain Ayala said, " I found the Indians very humorous, with courteous manner, mimicking my prayers with chuckles --- they acted like tender lambs, had fine stature, clean and of good color, very elegant of figure --- about four hundred naked men appeared." 

There were major differences in how various western groups treated the Miwok.
A letter from a Russian colonel to the lieutenant he is sending out to trade with the people: "Strictly forbid and punish the slightest rudeness toward the local inhabitants by your men.  Seek to win their friendship and love in every way, by various favorable enticements stemming from the courtesy and love of mankind .   Strictly forbid anyone to accept the smallest trifle as a gift, not even a morsel of food, but pay for everything with whatever seems appreciable to them.  Train them to consider the Russians as benevolent friends."
The Spanish needed labor for cattle lands and charged their nutrition to western , thereby weakening their immune systems and making them vulnerable to diseases, which killed many of them.
The Americans started boarding schools and brought children from the villages with the intent of taking the Indian out of the Indian.  Several still alive today have stories from their boarding school days.
http://www.angelisland.org/miwok.htm



Clans, Great Chiefs, Dreams, and The Center Of Existence
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The land of the Mojave, the most northern of the Yuman tribes, stretched from Black Canyon to the Picacho Mountains below today’s Parker Dam, straddling the Colorado River.

In the 16th Century, the time the Spanish arrived in the territory, the Mojaves were the largest concentration of people in the Southwest. The people who made up the Mojave Tribe lived in three groups - the northern Matha lyathum lived from Black Canyon to the Mojave Valley; the central Hutto-pah inhabited the central Mojave Valley; the territory of the southern Kavi lyathum extended from the Mojave Valley to below Needles Peaks.

The Mojaves live within a clan system that was given to them in First Time by Mastamho. They were named for things above the Earth - the sun, clouds and birds: and for things of the Earth and below the Earth. Mastamho gave the Mojaves 22 patrilinear clans (today that number is reduced to 18), and the children took the name of their father’s clan, though only women used the clan name.

A hereditary chief, called the aha macav pina ta’ahon, along with leaders from the three regional groups of the Mojave, governed the people, but only with their continued support and approval.

The Mojaves were a people of dreams and visions. The dreams, su’mach, were viewed as the source of knowledge. Through them the dreamer could return to the time of creation where the origin of all things would be revealed. Great dreams and visions were related to the tribe as Great Tellings and Sings. They shared the history and legends of the people, deeds of bravery and war, magic and heroes.

And through sumach a’hot, a person was given a gift to do one thing better than others, or called upon to receive a gift of knowledge to know how to cure or treat a special kind of illness. A person called to receive such a gift had to go through much fasting and other trials, sometimes not passing the test and remaining like ordinary people. For those who passed such a test, the Mojaves say of them, "sumach a’hot," they are gifted.

For the Aha Macav, the river was the center of existence. They practiced a dry farming method, relying on the regular overflow of the Colorado River to irrigate crops planted along the banks. Preparation was painstaking; trees were felled, brush cleared. After planting, there was constant weeding and watching for pests. They supplemented this with wild seeds and roots, especially mesquite beans, game and fish taken from the river with traps and nets.

Traders, Potters The Afterlife
The Mojave could be a fierce people willing to protect their land, and willing to venture far from it. They traveled to the Pacific Coast, becoming proficient traders. They exchanged with coastal tribes surplus crops for goods they desired and valued, such as shells.

And back along the banks of the river, they made pottery from sedimentary clay and crushed sandstone. The material was coiled into shape, dried, painted and fired in either open pits or rudimentary kilns. They created pots, bowls, ladles and dishes decorated with geometric designs. And the women took the crafts further by making unique pottery dolls for the children, dressing and decorating them like people, complete with human hair.

The art of tattoo was important to the Mojave. They tattooed their faces with lines and dots - a cosmetic, fashionable practice.

And at death, the Mojaves used cremation to enter the spirit world. The property and belongings of the deceased were placed on a pyre along with the body, to accompany the spirits. Mourners often contributed their own valuables as a showing of love. The names of the dead were never again spoken

Yuma
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Location: The Yuma were North American Indians of the southwest. They traditionally lived in the Colorado River Valley. Other areas of residence include Southern California, Arizona and Northern California. Throughout their history they can be split into two categories, the river dwellers and the upland Yumans. Many other non-Yuman tribes adopted their language. The Yuman culture generally lived at the junction of the Gila and Colorado rivers, which was near Yuma, Arizona. They were originally thought to live on the California side of the Colorado River. Where Fort Yuma is today is thought to be where the Yuma Indians, today called the Quechan Indians, lived and made their home. 

Language: Yuman

Daily Life:These Indians wore very little due to the extreme heat of southwest Arizona. The men wore a loincloth, which was made of skin of animals. The women wore a short apron (or skirt) which was made out of bark. Both of them painted their bodies and also had various tattoos over their bodies. 

There were not many areas for the Yuma Indians to grow crops, so they tended to dwell in oasis-like spots near rivers. They relied mainly on wild plants, game, farming, which contributed for 40% of their diet, and fish, which were very scarce. They were also restricted to farm near the bottoms of areas that were flooded annually, due to the rain. Their plots were marked by boundaries and land was usually inherited from father to son. 

The Yuma Indians had a distinct kind of house, which was called the Mojave type, after another Indian tribe. It was made with a frame of logs and poles and had a thatch or arrow weed covering, which was also covered with sand. Their house was only usually visible from one side to keep the extreme heat out and they used to ground to help cool their homes. The ground plan of their homes was usually rectangular or had a square shape, and the dimensions were 20 by 25 feet. The door was in the middle of one side of the house, and it was always located on the south side due to the extreme heat. The roof was very flat and had four pitches, and this was also covered with sand. Their fireplace was near the door because there was no smoke hole and because the warm climate made it unnecessary for them to use heat during much of the year. These houses were usually occupied by a number of family members. 

The Yuma Indians were grouped into loose bands of an average of 135 people, but during most of the year they broke into small extended families of 25 people. These bands were usually lead by headmen who had good war records and who spoke freely about economic and military matters. They were also sometimes organized into tribes of 2,000 to 3,000 members who were then lead by chiefs. The chief was a very versatile man who kept peace and who led them in economic pursuits and religious festivals. These Indians were also known as fighters, and they lived up to their reputation. They also lived in non-definite towns, but did live on little farms scattered around the floodplain of the river.

The Yuma Indians had a vocal technique that was smooth and relaxed. It also contained a higher pitch. They used percussion instruments, which were part of their religious ceremonies. Alcohol was also related to these ceremonies, where they had intoxicated dreams that were thought to have supernatural potency. The women of the tribe would usually hide the weapons during these drunken festivals to avoid trouble. The Yuma Indians believed that medicine men were born, not made. They thought that their power and knowledge came from divine sources through revelation in dreams. One of the most significant crafts of the Yumans was the paddle-and –anvil technique that produced a complete fusing of separate pieces of clay to make a pot. This technique was highly developed by the Yuma Indians.

The Yuma Indians were a very small and almost unheard of group of Indians. Because they lived in only a small area in the extremely hot desert, not many people encountered them. 

[image: image22.png]



References:

· Notes from "The North American Indian" By: Es Curtis 

· http://www.curtis-connection.com/tribe%20data/yuma.html 

· "The Yuma Crossing" By: Gregory T. Jones 

· http://www.pr.state.az.us/text/yumaaxmgstory.html 

· Indians of North America By: Harold E. Driver Publisher: The University of Chicago, 1969 

· The Americana Encyclopedia. Volume 12, 1994 Americana Encyclopedia Inc. 

· Encyclopedia Britannica Online 

Written by: Andrew Hedlund & Nicolle Wigham 
	Articles Summer 2005    



	Inside Roseville Magazine

Maidu Indians Found the Perfect Home in Roseville
 

By Melanie Anderson
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For thousands of years, Roseville has been home to the Maidu Indians, and even back then, it was considered an ideal place to live.

“Roseville was the perfect place to live,” said Kris Stevens-Bundgard, director of the Maidu Interpretive Center off Johnson Ranch Place. “Here, they were out of the Sacramento swamps and below the snow, and there were a lot of creeks.”

The 30 acres on which the Maidu Interpretive Center stands is a national historic site and the former home of an ancient Indian village. With grinding rocks, vernal pools, a year-round creek, seasonal wetlands and plentiful game, it was an excellent locale for the Maidu, who lived peacefully in Roseville for up to 5,000 years—until the white man, disease and the Gold Rush nearly wiped them out. 

Today, a fence protects the ancient Indian village, believed to be at least 8,000 years old based on pre-Maiduan petroglyphs found on the sandstone rocks. 

“Although there has never been a complete archaeological dig on this site, we believe this site to be at least 8,000 years old based on the artifacts found here,” said Bundgard. “If you asked the Nisenan how long they’ve been here, though, they would tell you they have always been here. They say they came from the land.”
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The Maidu people were divided into three groups, and the Nisenan, known as the southern Maidus, resided in the region known today as Auburn, Roseville, Sacramento and Placerville.

“At least 2,000 Indians lived on this site,” said Bundgard. “There are over 300 bedrock mortar holes here, and any site with 200 mortar holes is considered a major village.” The site also includes four main petroglyph areas. The petroglyphs are deep carvings made on the vertical face of boulders and could have been etched there by pre-Maiduan people, Bundgard said.

Ed Mahany, retired as the second parks director for Roseville, worked with longtime Roseville resident Myron Zents to have the site listed in the National Register of Historical Sites in 1972. Years prior, Zents had rediscovered the petroglyphs and spearheaded community awareness for the preservation of the historical site. 

“These two people are the hearts of this site,” said Bundgard. “They are an example of a citizen and government working together.”

The Early Days
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Unlike today, gender roles were very specific in the early days of Roseville. The Maidu women gathered, prepared and cooked the food; dressed hides; made baskets for daily and religious use; made clothing; and watched over the young children. The men hunted, fished, trapped game, built houses, and made tools and weapons. Young girls were taught how to make watertight baskets and helped gather and prepare food, while young men were taught how to make tools, bows, arrows and knives and practiced tracking and hunting. 

And unlike today, the Maidu people wore very little clothing, especially in the heat of summer. Men wore a hide loin covering, and the women wore skirts made of tassels, grass or maple bark. Deer and mountain lion skins and rabbit furs kept them warm in the winter. For bedding, they used rabbit skin and bird feathers. 

Jewelry, specifically clamshell-disk bead necklaces traded from coastal tribes, were a sign of wealth and served as money.

In those days, gray foxes, coyotes, badgers and river otters were plentiful in Roseville, and the men hunted deer, elk and antelope. Black bears were hunted in the winter, but grizzlies were feared and rarely hunted. Wildcats and mountain lions were hunted for their skins and for food. Coyotes weren’t hunted because of their spiritual power. The Maidus believed the coyote was given the power to help prepare the world for two-legged animals. Coyotes were used in stories to help teach lessons to youngsters on how to live and how not to live, because coyotes, like people, could be foolish. The coyote was the storyteller.
The Nisenans hunted, fished and gathered food but were not farmers, although they did replant bulbs and focused on seed and acorn processing. Their diet was supplemented with plants, insects, roots, bulbs and berries.
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“The salmon were an important food source,” said Bundgard. “Not only in the summer when they were spawning but also in the winter, when salmon was dried and ground into a powder and added to acorn meal for additional protein.”

Maidu homes were dome-shaped with willow poles and branches covered with tule, grasses or earth. During the summer, they slept outdoors.

Tragedy struck the Maidu in 1833, when a devastating malaria epidemic killed three out of four Indians. To make matters worse for the Maidu, the discovery of gold in 1849 put the Indians smack in the middle of the Gold Rush onslaught, changing their lives forever. During the Gold Rush, many Indians were enslaved or killed.

Europeans affected the loss of the Indians’ habitat with mining, logging, farming, ranching, dredging, fencing, road and railroad construction, and wetland drainage. In addition, the white people brought new diseases, religion and values that suppressed traditional Native American religion, medicinal practices and lifestyle. Most of what we know today about the Maidu Indians comes from anthropological reports from the early 1900s, when researchers interviewed surviving ancestors and studied village sites.
Today, some well-known Maidus like poet Janice Gould, artist Rick Adams and archaeologist Bruce Steidl keep the spirit of their ancestors alive.
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