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A brief history of the citrus industry in Riverside

    The first orange trees were planted in 1871, but the citrus industry in Riverside is famous for beginning two years later when Eliza Tibbets received two Brazilian navel orange trees sent to her by a friend at the Department of Agriculture in Washington, D.C. The trees grew well in the Southern California climate and the navel orange industry grew quickly. Soon, because the new naval orange growers were so profitable, the citrus industry was established and a California Gold Rush of a different kind began.  By 1882, there were more than half a million citrus trees in California, almost half in Riverside.  New inventions came out of this new industry, such as refrigerated railroad cars and new irrigation systems helping to establish Riverside as one of the wealthiest cities in the United States by 1895.
     At one time during the 1930’s and 1940’s, it was said that while driving through Southern California you could smell orange blossoms for over one hundred miles.  Now the huge citrus groves are located only in California’s San Joaquin Valley and smaller portions of Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.  Because other areas of the United States and the world are growing more citrus and the industry is not as profitable as it once was, the once beautiful groves are slowly being replaced with housing.
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