WRITING RUBRIC – GRADE 4

	
	IDEAS, ORGANIZATION, AND VOICE


	SENTENCE VARIETY AND WORD CHOICE
	CONVENTIONS AND PRESENTATION

	4 
ADVANCED 
(Masterful) 
	Has all qualities of the proficient score and 
• Includes clear and original ideas that enable the reader to imagine the topic 

• Includes many well-chosen details that develop the topic 

• Includes an introductory paragraph with an engaging topic sentence and a strong concluding paragraph 

• Shows the author’s personality and feelings when applicable 
	Has all qualities of the proficient score and 
• Includes many descriptive words that create a mental picture 

• Includes rich vocabulary that adds life to the writing 

• Includes transitional words 


	Has all qualities of the proficient score and 
• Uses correct punctuation and capitalization 

• Contains few spelling errors 



	3 
PROFICIENT 
(Capable) 
	• Addresses the writing prompt 

• Follows the requirements of the assignment for format and length 

• Meets most of the writing application standards for the writing type 

• Is focused and organized 

• Includes details that support the topic 

• Groups ideas into paragraphs 

• Includes an introductory paragraph with a topic sentence 

• Includes a concluding paragraph related to the topic 

• Begins to show the author’s personality and feelings when applicable 
	• Varies the sentence structure and length 

• Includes descriptive words that create a mental picture 

• Includes some word choices that add life to the writing 

• Includes some transitional words 


	• Generally uses correct punctuation and capitalization 

• Spells no-excuse words and most previously studied words and spelling patterns correctly 

• Contains few grammatical errors 

• Is correctly written in D’Nealian cursive using proper spacing and margins 



	2 
BASIC 
(Developing) 
	• Addresses some parts of the writing prompt 

• Follows some of the requirements of the assignment for format and length 

• Meets some writing application standards for the writing type 

• Is mostly focused and organized 

• Includes a few details that support the topic 

• Includes a topic sentence and closing sentence 

• May be missing an introductory or concluding paragraph 
	• Includes complete sentences but may lack sentence variety 

• Includes a few descriptive words 

• Includes few transitional words 


	• Contains some errors in capitalization and punctuation 

• Spells most no-excuse words and some previously studied words and spelling patterns correctly 

• Contains some grammatical errors 

• Is written in legible D’Nealian cursive 

• Spacing and margins are mostly correct 

	1 
BELOW BASIC 
(Limited) 
	• Does not address the writing prompt 

• Does not follow the requirements of the assignment for format and length 

• Does not meet writing application standards for the writing type 

• Is unfocused 

• Shows little or no organization 

• Does not include a topic sentence, closing sentence, or adequate details 
	• Lacks variety in sentence structure; sentences may not be well formed 

• Contains some incomplete sentences 

• Does not include descriptive words 

• Does not include transitional words 
	• Contains many errors in capitalization and punctuation 

• Contains many spelling errors 

• Contains many grammatical errors 

• Is not written in D’Nealian cursive or is difficult to read 

• Uses inconsistent spacing and margins 

	N/S 
NOT SCOREABLE 
	• No attempt 

• Unreadable 

• Message is not comprehensible 




	INFORMATION REPORTS 
	• Frame a central question about an issue or situation 

• Include facts and details for focus 

• Draw from more than one source of information 




